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Recognized by both public and private sectors as being the

prime motivating force for all efforts directly or indirectly

impacting economic development in Starr County, since 1974.

Starr County Industrial Foundation



Starr County is a place where the sunset reminds you that you are one

with nature and where the sunrise awakens your evolving spirit. This

border community in the beautiful Hill Country of the Rio Grande Valley is

rich with the history of two cultures and is stirred by the passion of its roots

that have laid its solid foundation.

With nearly $3.5BIL of new investment in the last few years, our

community has experienced a seismic economic shift that preserves our

past and embraces the promise of what is still to come. Strategically

located within the largest border region of two of the fastest growing MSAs

in the United States, we are home to the closest international crossings to

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon the industrial capitol of México. Our ability to

leverage a young skilled labor force, cost competitive real estate, attractive

incentives and a business- friendly government are an inherent part of

recruitment strategy.

Whatever your reason for choosing this thriving community as your next

destination for starting or expanding your business let us make you part of

our story. Come learn what

many have already

discovered...

The Future Leads To

Starr County

and it's waiting for YOU.

ABOUT STARR COUNTYABOUT STATT RR COUNTYTT



DEMOGRAPHICSDEMOGRAPHICS

Population 66,000

Average Age 33 YRS

Housing-Owner Occupied 78%

Educational Attainment 60%

Associates, Bachlers and Graduate Degrees 14%

High School Graduate and Some College 40%

SCIF MISSIONSCIF MISSION

Created in 1974 the SCIF is a non-profit organization founded

and supported by municipalities and business leaders that are

committed to further develop and diversify the local economy

through sound, controlled economic growth. Over the years the

SCIF has developed a core competency in a varied spectrum of

administrative and promotion roles which has placed it in a

position to capitalize economic development in the Starr County

region.

SCIF VISIONSCIF VISION

The SCIF will be a sound economic competitor, providing

opportunities for commercial and industrial development that

enables business and residents to benefit from Starr County’s

dynamic economy, skilled labor force, natural resources and

unmatched living and working environment.



Business recruitment continues to be at the center of our

work. FY 22/23 saw the completion and beginning of many

projects facilitated by the SCIF. With prospects in

commercial, industrial, healthcare, education , manufacturing,

logistics, retail, and renewable energy our landscape is

expanding and the opportunities endless. Our diverse and

progressive project pipeline underscores the strength of our

workforce and the spending power of Starr County.

FY 23
SCIF SUMMARY OF WORK
SEPETMEBER 2022- OCTOBER 2023
ECONOMIC IMPACT



ECONOMIC IMPACT

2023 = Lowest Uneployment on Record



ECONOMIC IMPACT

2023 = Highest Sales Tax on Record



ECONOMIC IMPACT



MOBILITY

Planned and coordinated mobility is essential for sustainable

economic development. Our continued collaborative work with TX

DOT has generated the attention necessary to prioritize our

community’s needs and to secure the allocation of funding for vital

transportation projects.



PARTNERSHIPS

Collaborations are paramount to success. We value and look

forward to continuing to work with all our partners that share our

vision of maintaining Starr County as a leader of economic

development for our region.



The SCIF hosted and attended a variety of tradeshows and special

events to highlight our county. In 2023 we participated in three major

international trade shows and five regional events that promoted the

Rio Grande Valley as a whole. We also joined special events and

community functions that allowed us to network with potential investors

and partner EDCs.

Our email and newsletter subscriptions continue to grow and are a

conduit to update our membership and the community about our

activities and upcoming events. In addition, our Social Media platforms

continue to be one of the strongest outlets for mass communication and

we have over 5K followers on Facebook and growing.

The SCIFTalks serve as informative sessions that have been an

increasing success and create media coverage that showcases our

county as a community that is prepared and unified for growth .

MARKETING EFFORTS



ADVOCACY EFFORTS

LOOKING AHEAD

The tremendous momentum for economic development that has

been created by the SCIF is fundamental to the future of Starr

County and has positioned this community for more growth and

prosperity. As we look to the future, our organization is proud of

what it has accomplished and ready to keep providing the

guidance and support needed to lead us through current and

emerging opportunities.

We have been committed to articulating the needs of our

community to ensure that important issues affecting us are

addressed and resolved. Our collaboration with our public and

private sector partners has established a powerful and united

voice at the local, state and federal level.



City of Rio Grande City
Joel Villarreal, Mayor

5332 E. US Hwy 83
Rio Grande City, TX 78582

Phone: 956.487.0672
Fax: 956.716.8889

Email: joel.villarreal@cityofrgc.com

Hinojosa & Perez PLLC
Xavier E. Perez, Board Member

400 N. Britton Ave.
Rio Grande City, Tx 78582

Phone: 956.487.5063
Fax:     956.487.4119

Email: xepcpa@aol.com 

Rio Motors
Billy Canales, Board Member

4350 E. US Hwy 83
Rio Grande City, TX 78582

Phone: 956.487.2596
Fax:     956.487.5700

Email: riomotorco@aol.com
Email: occanales@aol.com

Jose Escamilla, Board Member
McAllen, Texas 78501

Email: skamia@aol.com

RGC EDC President
Rey Ramirez, Board Member

5332 E. US Hwy 8.
Rio Grande City, TX 78582

Phone: 956.487.3476
Cell: 956.844.9090

Email: rgcathletics@yahoo.com

Starr Camargo Bridge Co.

S.F. Vale, Chair

P.O. Box 156

Rio Grande City, TX 78582

Phone: 956.487.5606

Email: sfvale@starrbrodge.com

Gutierrez Ranch

Richard Gutierrez, Vice Chair

Rio Grande City, TX 78582

Email: rgutierrez@rgv.rr.com

Plains Capital Bank (FNB)

Larry Gonzalez, Secretary

100 E. Nolana Loop

Pharr, TX 78577

Phone: 956.283.2255

Email: Larry.gonzalez@plainscapital.com

JC Ramirez Store

Noel Benavides, Treasurer

P.O. Box 217

Roma, TX 78584

Phone: 956.849.1541

Fax: 956.849.4076

Email: noelsr67@yahoo.com

Starr County Courthouse

Starr County Judge

Eloy Vera, Board Member

100 N. FM 3167 Ste. 202

Rio Grande City, Tx 78582

Phone: 956.716.4800

Fax: 956.487.8709

Email: starrcojudge@rgv.rr.com

SCIF BOARD OF DIRECTORS



To join our efforts and become a member of the

SCIF please call 956-487-2709

www.starrcounty.org


